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So our research at WVU 
can benefit communities 
and inform policymaking
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Professional 
development

Cross-campus 
connections and 

collab

Public 
engagement and 

partnership 
building

Networking 
opportunities for 

students

Stakeholder 
engagement
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Rural communities, especially energy communities, are disproportionately 
impacted by and vulnerable to climate change

Disadvantaged Communities

First Street Foundation



To successfully mitigate and adapt to climate change, we must bring rural 
communities along with us

Potential for carbon 
sequestration and 
forest carbon offsets



• Republican supermajority in both Chambers

• 60-day Regular Session January - March.

• Joint Interim Sessions occur once a month between 
Regular Sessions

• Both Chambers maintain a majority and minority 
caucus and leadership structure

• Legislators paid $20,000/year, and $150/day per 
diem during extension or Special Sessions.

The WV Legislature

https://www.wvlegislature.gov/committees/interims/interims.cfm


How do we craft our messages 
and present scientific evidence 

to the unique population that makes up 
the WV legislature?

Retail politics



Small 
landowners 

want to 
learn more

Corporate 
landowners 
want to sell 

credits

Wood products 
industry worried 

about timber 
supply
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• Forest carbon offsets 101
• What is a carbon credit?
• What is a carbon offset?
• Who buys them?
• Who gets paid?

• 28 million credits already sold in 
WV

• Variable, evolving market and 
program protocols and terms

• What’s what?
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• What programs are available in 
West Virginia?

• What are the terms
• How much $$$ can 

landowners make?

• FAQs and concerns/fear of the 
unknown

• How will this affect timbering 
and wood products industry?

• Why is CA’s market called 
“mandatory/compliance”?



FUTURE GOALS
• Engage communities and other stakeholders early 

and often
• Building networks
• Community & stakeholder engagement  co-creation

• Develop a trusted relationship with state legislature

I would love to chat with all of you about how you are 
successful in these strategies!
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Thank you!

Bridge
@WVU_STPolicy
SciTechPolicy.wvu.edu
LinkedIn

Brooke Eastman
@brooke_a_e
Brooke.eastman@mail.wvu.edu
LinkedIn
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